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Provost’s versatile background makes good fit for Dordt
Eric Forseth has an 
eight-page resume.  
Most would find this 
impressive. The resume 
of Dordt’s new provost 
includes a bachelor ’s de-
gree, masters, postdoc-
toral studies at Harvard 
and doctorate from Ohio 
State.
Forseth has served as 
a head athletic trainer, 
head soccer coach, pro-
fessor, athletic direc-
tor, department chair, 
chief executive office, 
superintendent and vice 
president of Mount Ver-
non Nazarene University 
in Ohio and Northwest 
Nazarene University in 
Nampa, Idaho. 
His honors and activi-
ties fill up a whole page, 
single-spaced, from an 
MVP basketball award 
in high school to founder 
and initiator of a China 
recruitment program in 
Xi’an and Changsha. 
Despite all these ac-
complishments, Forseth 
said, “It is humbling to 
see how God orders our 
steps. I don’t know any 
other way to say it ex-
cept to acknowledge and 
express gratitude for the 
professional callings 
I’ve been afforded in 
preparation for this pres-
ent calling as provost.”
President Erik Hoeks-
tra said Forseth was se-
lected from a national, 
yearlong search for a 
provost. Hoekstra said 
that the characteristics 
which Forseth brings 
“gave me the confidence 
and excitement to have 
him as Dordt College’s 
next provost.” 
Hoekstra thought that 
Forseth’s previous ex-
perience and knowledge 
of higher education were 
great characteristics. 
Hoekstra also said that 
Forseth has “faith in ac-
tion.”
“Eric’s personal re-
lationship with Jesus 
Christ is strong, and it 
comes out in how and 
why he does his work,” 
Hoekstra said.
Hoekstra also thinks 
that Forseth is equipped 
with caring for people, 
managerial effectiveness 
and “servant-hearted 
leadership.” 
“Eric understands how 
Christian education can 
be personally and cultur-
ally transformational,” 
Hoekstra said. 
As provost, Forseth’s 
duties include oversee-
ing the faculty, intercol-
legiate athletics, dean for 
(continued on page 11) 
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A long piece of white 
construction paper with 
shiny, colorful streamers 
hung on the left wall of the 
commons. It was covered in 
messages written in black 
sharpie: “Happy Birthday, 
Chef Adam!”
Students and staff gave a 
warm welcome to head Chef 
Adam Klingenberg of Cre-
ative Dinning, the new food 
service which started this 
fall.
“The birthday banner was 
a complete surprise,” Klin-
genberg said. “The a.m. staff 
put that up when I wasn’t 
looking and totally caught 
me off guard.”
Last spring Dordt Col-
lege made the decision to 
replace Carrie Foods, which 
had served for over 37 years, 
with Creative Dinning, 
which manages the new 
Dordt Dining Services. 
“Creative Dining was se-
lected based on the criteria 
of customer service, inno-
vation, food quality, value, 
and mission fit,” said vice 
president for administration 
Bethany Schuttinga. 
Chef Klingenberg is no 
beginner to the food indus-
try.
“I started cooking when 
I was 15. I went to Culinary 
School in Portland, Oregon, 
and graduated in 2004,” 
Klingenberg said. “I have 
cooked in Florida, Colo-
rado, Massachusetts, Michi-
gan and now Iowa. I started 
with Creative Dining a year 
ago this September and have 
loved it ever since.”
Students have enjoyed the 
new food options that Klin-
genberg brings to the table.
“Our students are rav-
ing about him because of 
his outstanding and creative 
culinary skills,” Schuttinga 
said. “The Dordt Dining 
team is committed to provid-
ing healthy, nutritious food.”
“The cultural food that 
they serve here is amazing,” 
sophomore Grace Den Hoed 
said. “They have made it 
much better since last year.”
The menus emphasize 
lean proteins, fresh fruits and 
vegetables, vegetarian and 
vegan options, hormone-free 
dairy products, sustainable 
seafood, whole grains, and 
zero trans fat, Schuttinga 
said.
Over 50 workers are cur-
rently employed at the Dordt 
Dining Services, along with 
many work-study students. 
Creative Dining also em-
ploys a staff nutritionist 
to address student dietary 
needs.
Senior student manager 
Jonathan Sanny is one of 
few upperclassmen working 
at the Commons this year.  
While he enjoys interacting 
with students and staff, he 
says that it’s been a learning 
experience for him this year.  
For the common good
“Because it’s a new com-
pany, I have to learn every-
thing from the ground up,” 
Sanny said. “I do like the 
food better. It has a lot more 
flavor and kick to it.”
“I like the friendly staff,” 
freshman commons worker 
Domenic Vermeulen said. I 
love how even the chef will 
help us do the dishes.”  
“The employees here are 
sincere and understanding,” 
freshman work-study partic-
ipant Luke Venhuizen said. 
“They are always willing to 
help.” 
The Defender Grille, 
Dordt’s full-service cafe, 
switched food services to 
Dordt Dining as well.
The Grille’s menu is sep-
arate from the Commons’, 
and so is the staff. On a typi-
cal day, there are five  
(continued on page 11) 
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On-Campus parking continues to be problematic
Student services is work-
ing with members of student 
symposium and the adminis-
trative cabinet to find a solu-
tion to the parking issue on 
Dordt’s campus.  
“We are committed to 
having a place for our stu-
dents to park,” said Robert 
Taylor, dean of campus life.  
The science building con-
struction has contributed 
to the lack of parking but 
is just a small factor.  The 
main reason Dordt is lacking 
space for parking is because 
the number of registered ve-
hicles on campus this year 
is the highest Dordt College 
has seen to date.  
“When we looked at our 
trend data for the last ten 
years, it would’ve never in-
formed us of this increase. 
There was nothing that said 
we would have so many 
more cars [on campus],” 
said Taylor. 
Fifty faculty parking 
spaces between the science 
building and computer ser-
vices were lost because of 
the construction.  
The original plan was to 
make the lot between East 
Hall and the commons a fac-
ulty parking lot to replace 
the spots that were lost, but 
recently that decision was 
reversed back to a student 
lot, increasing the amount of 
parking spots for students.  
Student services and the 
administrative cabinet are 
waiting on the city to get 
back to them about adding 
spaces in the All Seasons 
Center lot, so they hope to 
have a great plan in place as 
soon as possible.   
“The city [of Sioux Cen-
ter] owns the All Seasons 
Center, but Dordt owns a 
piece of the parking lot be-
cause we paid for part of it,” 
said Taylor.  
As soon as administration 
learned about this parking 
issue a few weeks ago, they 
allocated many resources 
and poured many hours into 
resolving the issue because 
they are committed to fixing 
it.  
Dordt campus security is 
also pitching in to get this 
problem resolved by count-
ing the number of parking 
spots in every lot on campus 
to make sure there is room 
for everyone.  
Taylor mentioned that 
charging for parking passes 
has been part of the brain-
storming process. However, 
for many students, having a 
vehicle is an opportunity to 
make money, so there is no 
word on whether charging 
for parking will take place.    
Parking in the lot be-
tween Kuyper Apartments 
and the BJ Haan Auditorium 
overnight is not allowed for 
students because there is no 
good way to keep students 
accountable for moving their 
vehicles during the day.    
“We avoid towing at all 
costs.  It costs 150 dollars to 
get your car back [from the 
impound lot], and when you 
tow a vehicle, there is some 
risk that you could damage 
the vehicle,” said Taylor.  
A new parking lot will 
open when construction on 
the science building is fin-
ished which will increase 
available parking and likely 
become a faculty lot.  
Construction on the first 
phase of the science building 
is to be completed by August 
2014 if everything stays on 
track. Dordt hopes to have 
the building enclosed by 
winter so they can continue 
working on the interior.
“After a difficult start in 
May because of wet weath-
er, the contractor has made 
good progress the rest of the 
summer and is on schedule,” 
said Arlan Nederhoff, vice 
president of business affairs. 
“We’re committed to stu-
dents to help them find the 
best possible solution. We 
want students to have a great 
experience [at Dordt],” said 
Taylor.  
Health services offers opportunities for student fitness
Jon Janssen
Staff Writer
The Dordt campus 
health department is offer-
ing a chance for students 
to improve their fitness 
through a new campus-
wide event called “Go for 
Fit.”  From Sept.14 to Oct. 
26, different activities will 
be held on campus for any 
students wishing to reap 
the benefits of physical 
activity.
At a meeting of the Stu-
dent Wellness Advisory 
Team (SWAT) in January, 
members looked at the re-
sults of student surveys 
regarding their desires 
for wellness.  With fitness 
topping the list, SWAT 
came up with its “Go for 
Fit” event to occur during 
the fall semester.
Over 50 percent of stu-
dents surveyed wanted ac-
countability groups that 
would allow them to work 
out with someone else, so 
while some activities are 
going to be led by SWAT, 
others will be student-led.
Beth Baas, director of 
campus health services, 
was excited about the stu-
dent body’s positive re-
sponse.
“It’s connecting stu-
dents with other students 
at students’ requests,” 
Baas said, referring to the 
accountability groups.
“Go for Fit” will kick 
off on the 14th with a 5k 
glow run, followed by all-
campus line dancing and a 
dodge ball tournament.  At 
the conclusion of the six 
weeks, another 5k glow 
run will be held to measure 
the success of the event.
“You’ll know your time 
from the first run, and then 
predict your time in the 
second,” said Erin Olson, 
social work professor and 
proponent of “Go for Fit”.
Olson also spoke of 
other “to-be-announced” 
events that will take place 
at the conclusion of the 
event.
Throughout the semes-
ter, different events such 
as Zumba and study breaks 
on the green every Tues-
day at 9 p.m. will be orga-
nized by SWAT.  The first 
study break will be a cam-
pus wide game of musical 
chairs by the clock tower.
“We want it to be a fun 
opportunity that we hope 
the students can appreci-
ate and enjoy,” said se-
nior psychology major and 
member of SWAT, Kristi 
Palsma.
In the recreation cen-
ter, fitness assessments 
will be provided through 
track and field head coach 
Craig Heynen.  These as-
sessments will measure 
various factors including 
target weight goal and 
resting heart rate.  Monday 
through Friday from 1 to 
11 p.m. the student worker 
in the weight room will 
be giving individualized 
instruction on the prop-
er usage of weight room 
equipment. The recreation 
center will also have exer-
cise DVDs such as P90X 
and Insanity on loan from 
the library.
Baas said that the intent 
of “Go for Fit” is to pro-
vide the jump start needed 
to get students into a regu-
lar exercise routine.
“It gives them that first 
push to start them off,” 
Baas said, recommending 
thirty minutes of moderate 
activity five times a week, 
or twenty minutes of in-
tense activity three days a 
week.
“Making the campus 
more aware of those goals 
and getting them involved 
in these activities is some-
thing they will hopefully 
want to continue,” Baas 
said.
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Since installing a new wire-
less Internet system at Dordt 
College this summer, comput-
er services employees say that 
student satisfaction regarding 
their WiFi service seems to 
have greatly improved.  
“I have not received any 
complaints of dropping wire-
less in the library,” said Aus-
tin VanWyhe, a senior who 
works in computer services. 
This is a significant change 
from last year when he re-
ceived complaints nearly ev-
ery time he did homework in 
the library.  
Director of computer ser-
vices Brian Van Donselaar 
agrees that complaints have 
“dramatically reduced” since 
the switch, adding, “We are 
happy about that.”  
Last year, it was clear that 
the wireless system was not 
working. Students and em-
ployees would often become 
disconnected, and the Internet 
was not as fast as they want-
ed. Certain areas of campus 
also did not have very good 
coverage; students living in 
Covenant and Southview of-
ten had difficulty connecting 
at all.
Van Donselaar said the 
original plan was to expand 
the wireless network over the 
summer; however, upon look-
ing at other companies and 
options, computer services 
decided it would be better to 
switch to a new product. This 
decision was made July 1. 
Since then, computer services 
employees and maintenance 
staff have been working to re-
place the old system. 
Steven DeJong, a se-
nior engineering major who 
worked for computer services 
over the summer, said that the 
switch was quite an involved 
process. They had to identify 
all of the old wireless routers 
and plan for installing new 
ones. They also had to make 
sure their work was not too 
disruptive for those who still 
needed wireless internet ac-
cess on campus.  
“That process took a 
while,” DeJong said, “but 
from what I have heard and 
observed, the project was a 
success and eliminated all 
dead spots on campus.” 
Van Donselaar confirmed 
that with the new system, 
there is much better coverage, 
clients do not get disconnect-
ed, and it is faster.  
“We really hope that we’ve 
got a good product,” he said. 
Many students have no-
ticed the change and are 
pleased.  
“I have noticed a difference 
in the Internet this year,” said 
sophomore Nathan Warntjes. 
“It seems to me that staying 
connected to the Internet is 
better than last year.”  
Lee Veldkamp, a senior, 
also thinks the change is posi-
tive:  “It is definitely faster 
and I don’t get kicked off.”
However, some students 
are still experiencing difficul-
ties and are not completely 
happy with the new service.
Rachel Kooiman, a junior 
music education major, said 
that she often has to reconnect 
each time she goes to a new 
classroom, and it takes sev-
eral attempts when she wants 
to connect.  
“I also have to type my 
username and password to 
connect each time, which is 
a little annoying,” Kooiman 
said.  
Other students have report-
ed similar problems, and se-
nior Kristen Raygor says that 
she has problems connecting 
every time she goes to the li-
brary.  
DeJong encourages stu-
dents to bring their com-
plaints to computer services 
so the problems can be dealt 
with. 
“Whenever you are dealing 
with wireless internet there 
can be some hiccups and 
snags, but for the most part 
I think this new system is a 
great improvement,” DeJong 
said.  
Computer services improves wireless internet
Anna Visser 
Co-editor
Eric Rowe
Staff Writer
Dordt’s newest engi-
neering concentration, 
chemical engineering, dif-
fers from other emphases 
not by a change in fun-
damentals, but “a change 
in focus,” says engineer-
ing department chair, 
Ethan Brue. The class of 
2017 is the first class of 
Dordt students to be given 
the option to graduate as 
chemical engineers.
The possibility of a 
chemical emphasis has 
been discussed for 10 
years during engineering  
department meetings. In-
terest expressed by stu-
dents and prospective 
students influenced the 
board’s discussion. En-
gineering professor No-
lan Van Gaalen says that 
the department sensed 
“a small but significant, 
growing demand for 
[chemical engineering].”        
The challenge in offi-
cially offering a chemi-
cal engineering discipline 
was whether the need for 
a new program was worth 
redirecting resources, 
such as labs and classes. 
However, because of the 
multi-disciplinary nature 
of Dordt’s engineering 
program, 80-90% of the 
classes needed for a chem-
ical emphasis already ex-
isted: “We were teaching 
what we needed to teach. 
We just needed a little bit 
more,” said Brue.  In or-
der to facilitate the new 
emphasis, the department 
only had to add four class-
es and modify another.    
New classes include re-
actor design and process 
control. Though these 
classes are intended for 
chemical engineering stu-
dents, they are open to all 
disciplines. Van Gaalen 
hopes that students in a 
mechanical engineering 
program who have the in-
terest may benefit from 
“some chemical lab choice 
along the way.” Students 
interested in chemical en-
gineering have in the past 
been able to graduate with 
an engineering major in 
a different discipline and 
a minor in chemistry and 
pursue a chemical engi-
neering career.         
The engineering depart-
ment was well equipped to 
offer a chemical concen-
tration since Van Gaalen,  
engineering professor 
Kevin Timmer, and Brue 
all have backgrounds in 
chemical engineering. 
“We’ve run a mechanical 
engineering program with 
chemical engineer pro-
fessors,” said Brue. Van 
Gaalen also thinks that the 
chemical background  of 
his colleagues is a benefit. 
“We want to take that ex-
perience and bring it into 
the program,” Van Gaalen 
said.
The chemically in-
clined professors are 
looking forward to plan-
ning the new classes that 
will be up and running in 
2015, the junior year for 
entering freshmen. Van 
Gaalen says that they are 
“designing details” for 
the new chemically fo-
cused courses, are “aware 
of textbooks available 
in those fields,” and are 
“hoping for good quali-
fied students to jump on 
board.”
The focus of chemical 
engineering is on produc-
ing something. A chemist 
in a lab might discover 
that a material has a cer-
tain property. The chemi-
cal engineer then creates a 
process to turn that mate-
rial it into a product. They 
may also design ways to 
make more product from 
less material.  In a way, 
the chemical engineer pro-
vides the building blocks 
that other disciplines use 
for their purposes. 
In addition to the chem-
ical emphasis, Dordt has 
also included other cross 
disciplinary options for 
engineers who are in be-
tween the four core disci-
plines of electrical, civil, 
mechanical, and chemical 
engineering. 
Engineering department offers new chemical emphasis
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Meet new music professor Yurii Henriques
Megan Kaiser
Staff Writer
Yurii Henriques: 
visiting director 
of instrumental music
Birthplace/ Home-
town: Hartford, Conn.
Can you give us some 
insight on your name, 
please? 
Yurii is a popular Rus-
sian name (i.e. Yurii Gar-
garan, Yuri Andropov), 
which loosely translates 
into “farmer.” Oddly 
enough, my name has 
two “i’s,” but even with 
that extra letter, I have 
not one drop of Russian 
blood in me as I am 100 
percent Portuguese.
What college or col-
leges have you gradu-
ated from? 
Hampshire College, 
1989 (Bachelor of Arts), 
University of Massachu-
setts, 1991 (Master of 
Music) and the Univer-
sity of Hartford – Hartt 
School of Music, 1995 
(Post-Grad Studies in 
Music Education)
What instruments do 
you play? 
When I’m out of shape, 
I’ve been told I play a 
mean kazoo. When I’m 
actually in shape, I play 
flute and piccolo for or-
chestral gigs and triple on 
saxes, clarinet and flute 
for Broadway shows and 
occasional jazz gigs.
What inspired you to 
study and peruse mu-
sic?
As a high school stu-
dent, I was involved in all 
things musical and the-
atrical, but growing up 
with financial struggles 
prompted me to give up 
almost completely in pur-
suit of discovering what 
else I was supposed to do 
with my life. I missed it 
too much, and after tak-
ing a couple classes with 
great instructors, I decid-
ed to dive back into mu-
sic as a junior and never 
looked back.
What do you consider 
the highlight or greatest 
moment of your music 
career?
There are several mo-
ments, such as getting my 
own jazz arrangements 
performed and recorded 
by an excellent univer-
sity jazz ensemble. How-
ever, a more poignant 
highlight occurred in the 
Prism Concert I created 
my last year at SWHS 
(South Windsor High 
School; South Windsor, 
Conn.).  
What do you think of 
the Dordt community?
I absolutely love the 
Dordt community. I had 
honestly given up on 
finding a school like 
Dordt, one that genuinely 
seeks to approach all as-
pects of its work from a 
biblical framework and 
worldview.  
  
What does the future 
hold in store for you?
Through the many trials 
the past eight years have 
brought, I have learned 
that, in reality, only the 
Good Lord knows what 
the future holds.  I have 
no idea what I will be 
called to after Dordt, but 
God knows, and that is 
enough for me.
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Dordt introduces new sculpture on campus
Rachel Mulder
Staff Writer
A sculpture piece three 
years in the making was 
installed on campus in front 
of Southview Apartments this 
past summer.  
The sculpture, designed 
by Dordt College art profes-
sor David Versluis, is entitled 
“Enlaced: a Burning Bush, 
Psalm 19,” and tries to con-
vey a positive presence that 
speaks to the reality found 
in Psalm 19 that all creation 
celebrates the glory of God.  
He hopes the piece reflects a 
public space where the Dordt 
community can congregate, 
talk and interact. 
The piece, now part of 
Dordt’s permanent art col-
lection, is approximately 
eighteen feet high by seven 
feet wide and is made up of 
seven upright pieces of vary-
ing heights and curves. The 
sculpture is made of COR-
TEN steel which boasts an 
intentional rusty stain.  
Though Versluis developed 
the concept and design for 
this piece, its creation also 
involved members of Dordt 
College’s art committee.  
“The sculpture was almost 
all paid for by funds from do-
nors who wished to support 
the arts. A small percentage 
of the money came from this 
year’s annual budget,” said 
Sally Jongsma, art committee 
chair.
In an effort to enhance the 
warm and inviting campus at-
mosphere, the art committee 
purchases their art from three 
main groups of artists: local 
artists; Christian artists from 
around the world; and faculty, 
students and alumni.  
“As an institution that 
gives testimony to the lord-
ship of Christ over all of 
life, we value art as one way 
God’s people cultivate his 
creation. Displaying art is 
one way we encourage ap-
preciation for its place in our 
lives and our culture,” said 
Jongsma. 
Senior Anderson Clare 
appreciates the sculpture and 
thinks it is interesting.
“I think it’s pretty neat.  I 
think the use of structural 
steel to make it self-sealing is 
pretty interesting,” said Clare.
In his opinion, the sculp-
ture gets too much criticism 
as “French Fries.”  He said 
that the piece did take some 
getting used to as it blocks 
the front of Covenant Hall, 
but up close, he likes it.
Sophomore Emily Tuuk 
agrees that the sculpture 
blocks Covenant.  
“When I look out the win-
dow, it’s all I see,” Tuuk said.
As a student living in Cov-
enant Hall, she wishes the 
sculpture was a little smaller.
A dedication for this sculp-
ture will be held on Monday, 
Nov. 4, after the First Mon-
day Speaker Series lecture.  
Additional reporting by 
Amber Vis and Anna Visser
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Change and Preparation
Before I left for Nicaragua, 
I had been warned about the 
cold showers. And I had been 
warned about the culture shock. 
But I was prepared for neither.
I remember taking the ori-
entation classes and talking to 
as many people as I possibly 
could about what it would be 
like to live in the city of León. 
“It´ll be hot,” they said. Okay, 
the humidity during one Min-
nesota summer was such a 
high percentage that it was 
compared to the Amazon – no 
joke. Heat, I can handle. “They 
dress more formally there too,” 
someone else said. Sweet, I 
can wear skirts, pretend I ac-
tually have fashion sense, and 
stay relatively cool at the same 
time. Works for me.
“The showers are cold too.” 
Never heard that one before, 
but I have been the last one 
to take a shower in a commu-
nity bathroom, which is pretty 
much the same thing.
When the day came to take 
my first shower in Nicaragua, 
my mindset changed very rap-
idly. There is no dainty dipping 
of one toe into the water to get 
used to it, no gradual submer-
sion of the body in an attempt 
to lessen the shock. Oh no, 
drawing it out only makes it 
worse. The “slow and steady” 
way only gives your body more 
chances to tell you just how 
cold that water really is.
Coincidentally, this taught 
me something about culture-
shock too. 
 We were introduced to our 
host families on a Sunday, and 
that same night I went with 
mine to the evening service 
of their church. It was unlike 
any service I have ever experi-
enced. In my church, and every 
other CRC church I have been 
to, the schedule is set: a few 
songs to open, greeting, song, 
service, several more songs, 
benediction, and then the cof-
fee and converstation (a.k.a. 
Dutch Bingo) we all know is 
just as much a part of church as 
the actual service.
Not so in Nicaragua. Ev-
eryone was singing and prais-
ing and jumping up and down 
right along with every “gloria 
a Dios” the pastor was shout-
ing into the microphone. In the 
midst of this whole celebration 
was me, sitting quietly, wait-
ing for a sermon that was never 
going to start and watching for 
the calming of a spiritual pas-
sion that refused to be calmed. 
Needless to say, I was com-
pletely out of my confort zone.
In both situations, no 
amount of warning really pre-
pared me for the reality of what 
I encountered. But this is what 
happens every day, in León, 
Nicaragua, and in Sioux Cen-
ter, Iowa. We all are trying to 
preapre ourselves for the “real 
world,” but no amount of talk-
ing can prepare us for the reali-
ty of going outside our comfort 
zones. We either hold onto the 
familiar, telling ourselves how 
uncomfortable we are going to 
be if we move, or we can just 
suck in a deep breath and go for 
it, choosing not to settle for the 
present, but making the best of 
it.
I may be a Minnesota girl 
at heart, but I am here to learn 
about this culture and become 
a part of it. Cold showers may 
be an unpleasant shock, and 
churches with a daunting level 
of energy may be disarming, 
but these are the things that 
make León, Nicaragua, truly 
unique, and worth stepping out 
of my confort zone for. And I 
wouldn´t have it any other way. 
Jeremy Jabber 
Jeremy Vreeken
Columnist
 Let’s start at the beginning... 
For those of you who don’t 
know me, my name is Jeremy 
Vreeken. I am an undeclared 
sophomore here at Dordt Col-
lege. I am from Saskatoon, Sas-
katchewan, Canada. If you don’t 
know where that is, Google 
probably does. `What can I tell 
you about myself? I like long-
boarding, listening to indie mu-
sic, drinking coffee and having 
good chats with friends. I also 
have been known to enjoy tak-
ing long walks on the beach, 
drinking piña colada and getting 
caught in the rain. Just kidding. 
Or maybe not.
I am very excited to be a part 
of the staff here at The Diamond 
this year. I am going to do my 
best to write about things that, 
if not always insightful, are at 
least entertaining; I hope to write 
something that will keep you 
picking up The Diamond each 
time it comes out. 
Well, two weeks of school 
have already passed us by, two 
weeks that have (if you’re any-
thing like me) been full of syl-
labi, wrong classrooms, missing 
important deadlines, catching up 
with old friends, and sweating. 
If you are a nurse, athlete, fresh-
man, or all of the above, then 
you have been here even longer. 
However long you’ve been here 
at Dordt, I hope it has been a 
good time. I also hope that you 
are looking forward to the rest 
of the year as much as I am. 
There are so many things to do, 
people to meet, donut runs and 
Dordt walks to go on, choir and 
band concerts to attend, plays to 
watch, and friends to make; be 
sure to take advantage of what 
this year has in store! 
 To quote the movie 
Dead Poets Society, that one 
guy who said that one thing one 
time, and all those people with 
those bad tattoos, carpe diem! 
Seize the day. The phrase sounds 
so cheesy but it actually holds a 
lot of value. Get involved, meet 
people, stay up late, pull crazy 
pranks, solidify friendships and 
make crazy memories; after all, 
isn’t college really more about 
the memories, relationships and 
wild stories than the education 
anyway? You decide.
One potential way to get in-
volved is to drop me a line. I 
want your take and input on 
my column. Is there something 
you want me to look in to? Talk 
about? An issue I should dis-
cuss? Whatever it is, send me an 
email, catch me around campus, 
or find me on Facebook, and I’ll 
see what I can do!
Until next time, thanks for 
reading and have a great day! 
Go ahead and pass this paper to 
someone who hasn’t read it yet. 
In the words of Ron Burgundy, 
“You stay classy, Dordt Col-
lege!”
Journalist’s Journal
Natalia Ooloo
Columnist
I’m a freshman all over again. 
I recently had the privilege  of 
reading one of David Aikman’s 
great works, about three call-
ings of a Christian in journalism. 
This being my intended field of 
expertise, I was opened up to a 
whole new worldview. 
I now firmly comprehend the 
responsibility I have as a journal-
ist. I feel compelled as an indi-
vidual to look at my profession 
with a new pair of eyes. It is up 
to me to be a pacesetter in so-
ciety to enhance understanding 
and critical thinking. 
We have commonly heard 
warnings to watch our thoughts 
because they become words, 
which in turn become habits. 
This goes to show how powerful 
words are. In the field of journal-
ism, words are used as an instru-
ment of truth. 
David emphasizes that pro-
fession is like a calling: “We are 
called to redeem it in the sense 
that reformed theology speaks of 
redeeming our culture. We are 
called to align the profession as 
closely as we can to God’s own 
standards of truth and integrity.”
Calling is a strong word. A 
natural definition dictates that 
calling is an urge toward a par-
ticular way of life or career. 
Have you ever thought of your 
intended field as a calling? The 
role you play through your life is 
unique and important because it 
pursues after that which has been 
solidified by God’s expectations. 
 Joe Crews, a Christian author, 
goes further to state that our only 
safety is to recognize the clever 
camouflages of the enemy. A 
thousand disguised death traps 
have been planted all around 
us. Almost imperceptibly, our 
thinking has been affected by 
what we see and hear. Spiritual 
convictions have softened and 
disappeared altogether. The fine 
sensitivity to sin has been blunt-
ed by incessant exposure to the 
apparent innocent influences of 
our baited society.
 As Crews states, “In the 
Scriptures these assault weapons 
of Satan are referred to simply as 
‘the world.’ And no one can say 
that we have not been warned 
against their demoralizing effect. 
Paul, James, and John all wrote 
with dramatic urgency about the 
dangers of collaborating with the 
world.”  
After all is said and done, it is 
important to remember that our 
mandate is to use all that we are 
and have for the sole glorifica-
tion of God rather than self-grat-
ification. This is our core respon-
sibility as Christians.  
It is of great importance to 
note that the body of Christ is 
universal so we serve at differ-
ent branches but always towards 
a common goal. In the wise 
words Walter Reuther, “There is 
no greater calling than to serve 
your fellow men. There is no 
greater contribution than to help 
the weak. There is no greater 
satisfaction than to have done it 
well.”
Hannah DeVries 
Columnist
A Message From The Editors
Readers, 
We, Amber Vis and Anna Visser, will be the editors of the Diamond for 
the 2013-14 academic year.  Amber is a senior majoring in English writing 
and minoring in journalism. She is from Hull, Iowa, and spent her summer 
interning at the N’West Iowa Review in Sheldon.  Anna is also a senior 
and is double-majoring in English writing and music.  She is from Inger-
soll, Ontario, Canada, and she plans on spending the rest of her life drink-
ing coffee and writing stories.
We are excited about our new position, and we are dedicated to doing 
our best to present the important and exciting news of Dordt College in an 
interesting, accurate, and professional manner.  
We encourage you to send questions, comments, and story ideas to us 
at diamond@dordt.edu. If you would like to be involved, especially with 
photography, layout, or web-design, we invite you to do so.
Thanks for your support!
--Amber and Anna 
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Eric Rowe
Staff Writer
Dordt campus ministries offer a variety of worship styles
Dordt’s campus minis-
tries department is antici-
pating an exciting and fruit-
ful year of campus worship 
events.
Dordt’s various worship 
events--chapel, Praise and 
Worship, GIFT, and Well-
spring--are stylistically dif-
ferent, but come together 
to form a community of 
students and faculty who 
praise God together.
“There is something 
unique that God has always 
done through corporate 
worship,” said dean of cha-
pel, Aaron Baart. “You don’t 
always have mountain-top 
experiences, but you are 
always a part of something 
greater.”    
At chapel, you are ex-
posed to a more teaching 
based service, focused on 
worshiping through hearing 
God’s Word. The theme for 
Baart’s fall sermon series 
is “The Gospel according 
to…..” 
Every Wednesday at 11 
a.m., students and faculty 
are invited to attend and 
come to a deeper under-
standing of what the “good 
news” of the gospel is by 
comparing the influences we 
hear in the world with the 
truth of the Bible. Though 
Pastor Baart will present the 
majority of the chapel mes-
sages, Jason Lief, professor 
of theology; Mark Volkers, 
digital media production 
professor; and Neal De Roo, 
philosophy professor, are all 
lined up to speak throughout 
the semester. Pastor Baart 
invited these professors to 
speak on influences of the 
world that relate to their ar-
eas of specialty; “Moralistic 
Therapeutic Deism,” “Hol-
lywood,” and “Consumer-
ism.”
Student-led, Praise and 
Worship is upbeat and full 
of energy. There is a greater 
emphasis on singing and the 
music and songs are more 
upbeat and contemporary. 
Praise and Worship will ad-
just slightly in the next few 
weeks as new students will 
be integrated into worship 
teams. campus ministry co-
ordinator, Jon De Groot, had 
a total of 79 students come 
in and try out at worship 
team auditions, Monday 2.
The Sunday night wor-
ship service is called GIFT, 
Growing in Faith Together. 
Though a GIFT service does 
contain a message, it is dif-
ferent from chapel in that it 
is designed by students for 
students. When compared 
with Praise and Worship, 
GIFT achieves a more “sub-
dued” and “reverent” feel, 
junior Ben DeVries said.
Wellspring, on alternate 
Sunday nights from GIFT, 
focuses on worshiping God 
through offering prayer 
rather than conventional 
songs. The prayer exercises 
that are used have roots in 
the history of the church 
throughout the ages. This 
event offers a quiet and 
contemplative time to grow 
closer to God as a commu-
nity.
As a Christian college, 
Dordt has always had these 
avenues for praising God on 
campus.
“Five or six years ago, 
there was barely anyone go-
ing to these and then God 
did something,” Baart said. 
 Now going to chapel and 
greeting friends in Praise 
and Worship has become 
an expected activity, but 
not a required one. Incom-
ing freshman Lucas Simon-
son can already see the ef-
fect of Dordt’s voluntary 
attendance to community 
worship events: “Instead of 
forcing time into my sched-
ule, it makes me want to 
make time.” 
Photo by Andrew Deelstra
 “We are talking about a 
very dynamic group of stu-
dents. Each one is unique. 
Each one is different.” 
--Linda Schroedermeier, in-
ternational and off-campus 
coordinator
This fall, Dordt College 
welcomed one of the largest 
incoming classes of inter-
national students. They all 
participated in different ac-
tivities during the Interna-
tional Student Orientation 
(ISO) and the Week of Wel-
come (WOW) to meet new 
friends and get familiarized 
with the United States and 
college. 
Meeting new people is 
a common aspect of life. 
Studies show that through-
out life, on average, we 
are expected to come into 
contact with approximately 
100,000 different people. 
With more than 400 new 
freshmen and transfer stu-
dents at Dordt College, not 
meeting new people is al-
most inexcusable. Never-
theless, some international 
students find it hard to meet 
new friends.
Schroedermeier shared 
some insight about some 
of the struggles that in-
ternational students com-
monly have: “Meeting so 
many Americans at once 
and trying to make friends 
could be a challenge. It 
could be intimidating to be 
bold and take initiative in a 
new country to get to know 
North Americans.”
In addition to guiding 
students who are interested 
on studying abroad, Schro-
edermeier also welcomes 
the new international stu-
dents, orients them during 
their first days at Dordt, and 
helps them adapt to the new 
environment.
For many international 
students, this is their first 
time in the USA. For a few, 
it is the first time to travel 
outside their country. Such 
is the case for Jung Eun 
Choi. 
Choi, a student from 
South Korea, shared that 
this is her very first time to 
go abroad. Just like some 
other international students, 
Choi considers language 
and cultural adaptation as a 
problem in communicating.
“I can endure, but lan-
guage is a problem: out-
side of class, people speak 
in slangs... in jokes,” Choi 
said. 
 Although communica-
tion is one of her struggles, 
Choi said she feels comfort-
able at Dordt because some 
students are friendly and 
willing to help.
Similarly to Choi, this 
is Natalia Oloo’s first time 
abroad. Oloo is an exchange 
student from Kenya major-
ing in communications and 
public relations. So far, she 
said, she is enjoying her ex-
perience at Dordt despite 
the cultural differences. 
“Americans are really 
friendly,” Oloo said with 
a laugh. “People want to 
know how you are doing. 
It’s kind of weird.”
Oloo described herself as 
an open-minded person. She 
encouraged people to ask 
Getting to know people from another country
Narayan Nunez Blandon
Staff Writer
and to be themselves when 
meeting her. “I want them to 
be comfortable. I would not 
take offense…”, she said, 
“… it is an opportunity to 
share.”
American student, Chris 
Bylsma, understands how 
it feels to live in a foreign 
country. During his fall se-
mester of 2012, he went 
abroad to Zambia. Despite 
the fun, the new experi-
ence, and the new people 
(continued on page 11) 
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Buying books continues to be a hassle for students
Lauren Bird 
Staff Writer
Buying textbooks each 
semester can be one of 
the more stressful parts 
of college. It’s not some-
thing that you had to do in 
high school and it’s one 
more added expense to 
your already costly col-
lege experience. While 
some books are option, 
most classes require stu-
dents to buy the books on 
the booklist.
The biggest question 
that most students have 
about book buying is 
whether they should buy 
their books at the college 
bookstore or from any 
number of online stores 
such as Amazon or Half.
com. There are pros and 
cons to both methods.
Some people prefer 
buying their books on-
line. Maria TeKolste, a 
sophomore history major, 
bought most of her books 
online this semester. 
“Books tend to be 
cheaper online,” said 
TeKolste. “I think I only 
bought two books in the 
bookstore.” 
TeKolste mentioned 
that she keeps a lot of 
the books she buys since 
they may come in handy 
during future classes. But 
the Dordt bookstore buys 
back some books and on-
line sites allow users to 
set up seller accounts.
Elle Jelinek, a sopho-
more animal and plant 
science major, sells back 
many of her books to the 
bookstore each semester. 
“But it’s a little frus-
trating when the book-
store doesn’t accept 
them,” said Jelinek, “be-
cause new editions of the 
books or new books en-
tirely are needed for fu-
ture classes.” 
Like TeKolste, Jelinek 
prefers shopping online 
for textbooks. 
“They get to me much 
faster compared to when 
the bookstore runs out 
of books and gets back 
ordered,” said Jelinek. 
But sometimes the re-
quired books can only be 
found in the bookstore, 
like special workbooks 
or books written by the 
professor.
Book prices vary 
for different students. 
TeKolste, who is taking 
many history and English 
courses, found that she 
was able to get 26 books 
for about $200. On the 
other hand, Jelinek, who 
is taking science and ag 
courses, estimated that 
she bought six books for 
around $325. 
Lora De Vries, direc-
tor of bookstore services 
at Dordt, encourages stu-
dents to buy their text-
books from the book-
store. 
“It pays to check us 
out first. We’re here to 
help students, not to rip 
them off,” said De Vries. 
According to De Vries, 
the bookstore has its 
own perks. For example, 
a rental program has re-
cently been set up so that 
students can rent books 
instead of buying them.
“Students seem to like 
the rental program,” said 
De Vries. “That way they 
know that the bookstore 
will take them back and 
they don’t get stuck with 
a bunch of books.”
Plus students can be 
sure that they’re buying 
the right text and edi-
tion for their classes at 
the bookstore. And the 
bookstore staff is ready 
to help students.
“We also have person-
al customer service in the 
bookstore that you don’t 
get buying online. We 
help out as much as we 
can,” said De Vries. 
Some textbooks will 
be expensive no matter 
where you buy them. Us-
ing the bookstore or on-
line sources is usually a 
personal preference. 
“It is what it is,” said 
TeKolste.”There’s not 
much you can do about 
it. Either way you have 
to buy books.”
Feature Photo
Photo by Rebekah Dykhuizen
Students enjoy the All-Campus Slip ‘N’ Slide on Friday, August 30
Photo by Andrew Deelstra
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Football’s senior leader lost for the season, but still leading
Sam Ekstrom
Staff Writer 
Dordt College vol-
leyball has a rich history 
filled with quality teams 
and many awards and ac-
complishments. Since the 
beginning, Dordt has be-
come accustomed to suc-
cess and this year is ex-
pected to be no different. 
They even received sev-
eral votes to be included 
in the NAIA top-25. 
When asked about the 
expectations and goals 
he has for this team, head 
coach Chad Hanson said, 
“We are still in the pro-
cess of laying out goals.” 
However, the team has 
met and discussed this 
topic. 
“We have high expecta-
tions for ourselves on and 
off the court,” said Han-
son. 
In fact, many of the 
goals Coach Hanson has 
for the team are not on the 
court but in the communi-
ty. He wants them to grow 
as a community of play-
ers and women of faith in 
Christ.
“I think what excites 
me the most about our 
squad is our potential,” 
said Hanson. “This team 
is filled with leadership 
and continuity throughout 
the program,” explained 
Hanson.
Three seniors—Lindsey 
Floen, Kayla Broekhuis, 
and Jocelyn Bousema—
headline this squad and 
are the veteran presence in 
the locker room. “We have 
a lot of girls who are able 
to act and react. They en-
joy playing together,” said 
Hanson.
Of course, injuries are 
always an issue that ev-
ery team has to deal with 
along the way. 
“Health is going to be 
key,” said Hanson; how-
ever, if Dordt is able to 
avoid those big impactful 
injuries, “We can go re-
ally far. We just need to be 
healthy and really click-
ing when it matters.”
As good as Dordt vol-
leyball has been, Dordt is 
still hoping to improve on 
their 22-12 (11-5) record 
from last season.
 “We can always work 
on our mental toughness 
when finishing match-
es. We were right in [the 
GPAC race] through two-
thirds of the season. There 
were a lot of close match-
es. I want us to work on 
our selfless pursuit with 
that killer instinct,” ex-
plained Hanson.
Dordt has several big 
matches coming up in the 
near future, but they are 
not spending time looking 
Sam Ashmore had big 
plans for his final season 
on the Dordt Defenders 
football team.
The senior leader was 
going to help the squad 
win a conference game for 
the first time since 2008, 
hopefully see them set the 
program’s all-time mark 
in wins, maybe break the 
team record in tackles-for-
loss.
On Aug. 29, that all 
changed with one inno-
cent play in an intrasquad 
scrimmage.
Ashmore, an outside 
linebacker, rushed forward 
to make a tackle – he’d 
made 113 of them the past 
two seasons – and collided 
with the ball carrier and 
another would-be tackler. 
Then he felt a snap, 
looked down to see his left 
ankle askew and immedi-
ately assumed the worst.
“It’s done. That’s it. It’s 
over,” said Ashmore, re-
calling the accident.
Trainers rushed on the 
field. An ambulance was 
called. Senior teammates 
prayed over Ashmore, 
who, though injured, had 
not lost his sense of humor.
“Sam was completely 
calm and cracking jokes,” 
said good friend and team-
mate Micah Applegate. 
“Kind of a mood killer, but 
typical Sam.”
“You didn’t see the dis-
couragement that some-
one could easily have. 
You could easily go into 
a situation where you feel 
sorry for yourself, but that 
wasn’t Sam,” said defen-
sive coordinator Gabe Eli-
serio. 
Ashmore had suffered 
a dislocated ankle and a 
broken fibula that required 
surgery in Sioux Falls lat-
er that night. The doctors 
estimated a recovery time 
of three to four months, 
essentially ending Ash-
more’s senior season be-
fore it began.
Fortunately, Ashmore is 
defined by so much more 
than wins and losses. The 
21-year-old Theology ma-
jor from Arlington, Texas, 
still has a strong desire 
to be a servant leader. He 
made it one of his goals 
entering the 2013 season. 
“I think my focus on 
leadership, especially this 
year and last year, has 
been trying to serve and 
be a humble leader, rather 
than one out of a place of 
seniority,” said Ashmore.
Eliserio lauds the se-
nior’s charisma. When 
Ashmore speaks, people 
listen.
“He just has a personal-
ity that draws you to him,” 
said Eliserio. “We always 
look to him to rally the 
troops, and he’s able to do 
that.”
“He’s very vocal, very 
expressive and brutally 
honest,” said Applegate.
For Ashmore, there is 
little more humbling than 
having to stand on crutch-
es while your teammates 
battle on the gridiron. But 
bulky cast and all, he plans 
to be on the sidelines for 
each game this season.
Though the linebacker 
won’t be able to break up 
any passes, blitz opposing 
quarterbacks or pound his 
chest after big third-down 
stops, Ashmore’s personal-
ity will be valuable in as-
sisting Dordt’s coaching 
staff.
 “He’s just a leader on so 
many different levels that 
impact our players and our 
coaches,” said second-year 
coach Greg Youngblood. 
“He’ll be a good coach on 
the sideline. His presence, 
the heart, the passion, just 
the way he carries him-
self – he’ll bring all those 
(continued on page 11)) 
ahead. 
“We honestly are tak-
ing it one match at a time. 
If we beat Doane, North-
western, or Midland, the 
three teams ahead of us, 
but still lose to the teams 
below us, then we end up 
in the middle of the pack,” 
said Hanson. 
Coach Hanson de-
scribed, “We do realize 
that those matches against 
Northwestern and Mid-
land are big.” Midland is 
ranked 13th, Northwest-
ern is 23rd, and Doane re-
ceived votes for the NAIA 
top-25.
Dordt has a tough 
schedule ahead, but with 
all of the leadership and 
team chemistry, you can 
expect quality volleyball 
played for God’s glory.
High expectations for volleyball 
Christian Zylstra
Staff Writer 
Contributed Photo
Contributed Photo
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Soccer teams facing early-season struggles
Sam Ekstrom 
Staff Writer
It’s been a challenging start 
to the season for Dordt’s men’s 
and women’s soccer teams. 
Both squads find them-
selves winless – the men at 
0-5-0 and the women at 0-4-0. 
However, the competition has 
been fierce with ranked oppo-
nents on both the men’s and 
women’s schedules.
Head coach Dave Schenk 
believes the formidable match-
ups can help his teams grow as 
they prepare for the all-impor-
tant conference season.
“There’s just no slouches on 
our pre-conference schedule,” 
said Schenk. “We recognize 
that these are tough opponents. 
We see our strengths. We see 
our weaknesses. We correct 
our weaknesses. We play to 
our strengths, and we develop 
and mature as a team.”
The Dordt men lost a one-
goal game to begin the season 
against Mount Mercy Univer-
sity, then dropped two more 
games in the annual Pizza 
Ranch Classic. Davenport 
University (Mich.) knocked 
them off 4-1, while John 
Brown University (Ark.) won 
a 5-1 decision. 
The Defenders played their 
best game of the year last Sat-
urday against No. 12 Colum-
bia College (Mo.), but dropped 
a 3-2 heartbreaker in double 
overtime. They followed that 
up with a 4-2 defeat to Grace-
land University on Tuesday.
The men, understandably, 
have undergone some growing 
pains while integrating new 
players. As Schenk explains, 
this is not an overnight pro-
cess.
“I think the biggest thing 
that we’re facing right now 
is just figuring out our roles. 
We’ve got a lot of guys who 
are not used to playing togeth-
er, so it’s getting comfortable 
with where guys are going to 
be at certain times, both offen-
sively and defensively,” said 
Schenk.  
One leader the Defend-
ers will look to is senior Eric 
Grootenboer. The Ontario na-
tive scored a team-high 11 
goals last season and switch-
es to a midfield position this 
year. Grootenboer agrees with 
Schenk that the team has yet to 
achieve the right chemistry.
“We need to mesh together 
as a unit yet,” said Grooten-
boer. “We have a lot of indi-
vidual talent, and people are 
still looking for their spot on 
the team and how they can 
best serve it.”
On the other side of things, 
the women’s team is still 
searching to score their first 
goal after four shutout losses 
to begin the year. They’ve fall-
en 7-0 to No. 16 Graceland, 
4-0 to John Brown, 7-0 to Co-
lumbia and 5-0 to College of 
St. Mary (Neb.).
One of the big storylines 
for the women is the addition 
of freshman goalie Deianira 
Felts. The Sioux City, Iowa 
native has split time with se-
nior Katie Kortman in net as 
Kortman transitions to the 
midfield position.
“It’s strange because I have 
never really played field be-
fore,” said Kortman, a former 
all-GPAC honorable mention. 
“Since about fourth grade, 
I’ve almost exclusively played 
goalie.”
Felts, meanwhile, believes 
that her early-season trial by 
fire will speed up the adjust-
ment to collegiate soccer.
“It was difficult to face 
Graceland as our first game,” 
said Felts. “However, it forced 
me to take control and become 
comfortable right away.”
The women’s club as a 
whole looks to rebuild follow-
ing a disappointing 2012 in 
which they went 1-14-3. Ac-
cording to Coach Schenk, it all 
begins with the fundamentals.
“I think when we’re in 
possession of the ball, we do 
some things pretty good,” 
said Schenk. “The problem is 
that we just give the ball up 
too easily and then we end up 
spending an awful lot of time 
playing defense.”
Kortman echoes her coach’s 
words. 
“Our team is trying to get 
as close to playing a perfect 
soccer game as possible. Right 
now we’re working on pos-
sessing the ball and defense,” 
she said.
Fortunately for both De-
fender squads, they’ve got 
another two weeks to get the 
kinks out before their confer-
ence opener against Midland 
University (Neb.) on Sept. 28.
“As a team, we are mak-
ing improvements,” said Felts. 
“They may not take place 
overnight, but they are hap-
pening.”
Madison, SD -- More often 
than not, the team that makes 
the fewest mistakes wins. On 
Saturday in Madison, S.D., 
this cliché proved itself true 
once again.
It did not come easily for 
the Dordt Defenders on the 
road, but they held on to beat 
the Dakota State Trojans 14-
13 in dramatic fashion. 
Dordt blocked a 39-yard 
field goal as time expired to 
set off a wild celebration. 
Coaches and players charged 
the field, having just im-
proved to 1-0 for the second 
time in team history and 3-0 
all-time against Dakota State. 
Though the contest was 
close throughout, the Defend-
ers never trailed.
Dordt received the open-
ing kickoff and wasted no 
time taking advantage of it. In 
just over six minutes, Dordt 
marched 81 yards down the 
field and took a 7-0 lead when 
senior quarterback Bryce 
Rusler connected with senior 
Darryl Van Grouw on a 25-
yard touchdown pass.
The Trojans had their 
chance to put points on the 
board early in the second 
quarter, but Tanner Hubbard 
missed a 29-yard field goal; 
however, it would not be long 
before Dakota State would 
score. After a three-and-out 
on Dordt’s next possession, 
Dakota State knotted the 
game up at seven when Justin 
Summers completed a 25-
yard touchdown pass to Zach 
Ely.
Late in the first half, 
Dakota State gave Dordt an 
opportunity that they seized 
hold of. After a turnover on 
downs at midfield, Rusler was 
able to move down the field 
and eventually connect on a 
36-yard touchdown pass with 
senior Sam Verhulst to put 
Dordt ahead 14-7 at the half.
Dakota State continued to 
put together drives with nega-
tive results. Very early in the 
third quarter, the Trojans were 
able to drive all the way to the 
Dordt 31-yard line until Cam-
ren Pitre intercepted a Cole 
Whisenhunt pass to end the 
drive and stop any momen-
tum DSU was gaining.
After a Dordt turnover on 
downs, the Trojans had an 
opportunity to tie the game up 
at 14; however, they wasted 
another drive deep in Dordt 
territory by fumbling on 
Dordt’s 8-yard line. 
As soon as it looked like 
Dordt would be able to hold 
on, the Trojans were able 
to recover a muffed punt 
on Dordt’s own 8-yard line. 
Immediately, DSU scored to 
make it 14-13 on an 8-yard 
touchdown pass from Sum-
mers to Bobby Tisch. The 
Trojans missed the ensuing 
extra point, allowing Dordt 
to hang on to the lead by a 
thread. 
Dordt had a chance to in-
crease their lead to four late in 
the fourth quarter, but senior 
Barry Dykstra was unable to 
connect on a 31-yard field 
goal.
DSU took possession with 
4:43 remaining and drove into 
field goal range, but Dordt’s 
defense wouldn’t break. The 
Defenders’ special teams 
came up with a monumental 
block of Hubbard’s last-sec-
ond field goal attempt to seal 
the win.
Rusler finished the game 
8-for-12 with 122 yards and 
two touchdowns. Courtney 
Samuel led the Dordt rush-
ing attack with 12 carries for 
60 yards, while Sam Verhulst 
led the Dordt receiving corps 
with three receptions for 
58 yards and a touchdown. 
The leading tackler for the 
Defenders was sophomore 
Cole McClain with nine solo 
tackles and four assisted.
Dakota State outgained 
Dordt on the ground 199-188, 
but Dordt bested them in 
passing yards (122-77) and 
overall yardage (310-276).
The Defenders return home 
to take on Midland at 1 p.m. 
Saturday to open the Great 
Plains Athletic Conference 
season. 
Christian Zylstra
Staff Writer 
Football team wins in dramatic finish
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On September 20, the 
Dordt music ensembles will 
host their annual Pops con-
cert. The theme of this year’s 
concert is Epic Movie Mu-
sic. Audience members will 
hear songs performed by the 
orchestra and the combined 
band.
The concert will be held 
at 7:30 p.m. in the BJ Haan 
Auditorium. The music for 
this concert will include 
songs from popular movies 
such as The Chronicles of 
Narnia, Pirates of the Ca-
sic, it was a challenge to not 
pick things we’ve done in 
the past,” said Henriques. 
“But it will be music that the 
audience will recognize. I 
tried to cover a broad range 
of music so there’s some-
thing for everyone. It’s fun 
music but also poignant.”
There are many aspects 
of this concert that have to 
come together to make an 
enjoyable experience. Mark 
Dadisman, a senior in the 
trombone section, is look-
ing forward to the costume 
aspect of the concert. 
“The Pops concert pro-
vides a variety of enter-
taining music combined 
with crazy costumes,” said 
Dadisman. “The trombones 
have the theme of Gladia-
tor. We’re in the process of 
teaching Russell Crowe how 
to play the trombone,” he 
joked.
Katie Argo, another mem-
ber of the trombone section, 
also urges people to come to 
the concert for the costumes. 
“It’s going to be fun listen-
ing to the pieces and guess-
ing which section dressed up 
as which movie,” said Argo. 
Audience members can ob-
serve the creativity of each 
section’s costumes. 
Student musicians praise 
the Pops concert and are 
each looking forward to the 
excitement it has to offer. 
Josh Nymeyer, a senior in 
the saxophone section, has 
found that the Pops concert 
creates a unique environ-
ment. 
“I always look forward to 
the Pops concert because of 
the great energy. The audi-
ence is always excited to be 
there and it fuels us as musi-
cians,” said Nymeyer. 
Every year, two students 
act as emcees for the con-
cert and provide extra en-
ergy on the stage. Their job 
is to introduce the bands and 
provide additional entertain-
ribbean, The Dark Knight 
Rises, and Gladiator. Each 
section of the band and or-
chestra has picked a movie 
to dress up as during the 
concert.
This concert is the first 
for Dordt’s new band direc-
tor, Yurii Henriques. 
“This concert is unique 
because we’re all together 
and we have to rely on each 
other. It’s really neat to see 
it come together,” said Hen-
riques. 
Henriques believes that 
the music in this concert 
will appeal to all audiences. 
“When I was picking mu-
ment for the audience. Tia 
Nieuwsma, a senior in the 
band, enjoys what the em-
cees bring to the concert. 
“I always look forward 
to the storyline the emcees 
come up with each year to 
give cohesion to the con-
cert as a whole. They have 
always been inventive and 
hilarious,” said Nieuwsma.
Sam De Groot, a Dordt 
junior, will be the emcee for 
the show.
“I think he has a clever 
idea he working on to thread 
the show together,” said 
Henriques. “And that helps 
add to the fun and energy.”
Both bands have worked 
very hard practicing the 
pieces of music for this con-
cert, and they haven’t had a 
lot of time to do so. 
“Dordt students should 
come to support their friends 
who have worked hard to 
prepare this music in only 
nine rehearsals,” said Nieu-
wsma.
The band students are ex-
cited to share this concert 
with the Dordt community. 
“It’s a great opportunity 
to support the music pro-
gram and all the hard work 
we put in,” said Nymeyer. 
“You don’t have to be a clas-
sical music aficionado to ap-
preciate the music we play.”
Lauren Bird
Staff Writer
Pops concert boasts epic movie music 
The film ‘Sharknado’ that 
aired this summer on the 
SYFY channel is certainly 
one that packs quite a bite. 
With all bad puns intended, 
let’s get real here.
An 85-minute movie 
about a tornado of sharks 
that went straight to DVD? 
First off, the tornado 
doesn’t even show up till 
the end, so I call that false 
advertising. 
Let us get some of the 
basics out of the way.
The setting of this film 
is California obviously. 
Most of the beginning shots 
are of swoll bros, surfers, 
and scantily clad women 
meandering the beach. I 
guess that was the produc-
ers’ tactic to keep people 
from changing the channel. 
Hurricane David is about to 
hit and what do you know, 
a multitude of sharks seem 
to have just formed over 
night. There is the continu-
ous yelling of “Sharks!” but 
absolutely no one is paying 
attention. Where are the 
lifeguards?! Why is the Dad 
from Home Alone in this 
movie? How did the dude 
that was standing in very 
shallow water get sucked 
under by a shark? Did no 
one pay attention to shark 
week?!
The best part of this all 
is that they believe that a 
sketchy homemade bomb 
will do the trick: “Guys. 
Let’s blow up the tornado of 
sharks.” Good work, fellas. 
The one scene I could not 
take seriously was probably 
the climax, where our main 
character jumps through a 
shark’s mouth with a chain-
saw to save the girl. 
I straight up call baloney. 
I could not take this act of 
courage seriously. Did these 
two scenes actually played 
out in their favor? Well, I’ll 
let you find out that one on 
your own. 
All in all, if you are bored 
enough, watch it. Maybe you 
already have! A majority of 
people that I have talked to 
have seen it, so clearly the 
SYFY channel sparked plen-
ty of interest with ‘Shark-
nado’. If you haven’t seen it, 
you aren’t going to be super 
moved or feel super inspired, 
but why not. Watch it just to 
be that person to say ‘yeah, I 
saw that once.’ I don’t know 
if that is something to be 
super proud of though. The 
acting isn’t super terrible, 
but the special effects? Now 
that one is debatable. 
Hey, you might really 
like it! And if you do, be 
prepared because recent 
research has led me to the 
finding of ‘Sharknado 2’. I 
don’t know when, I don’t 
know why, and I don’t know 
who funded that project, but 
plan on ‘Sharknado 2’ form-
ing some choppy waves.     
It’s a bird, it’s a plane, it’s 
Sharknado!
Megan Kaiser
Staff Writer
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(continued from page 1)
curriculum and instruc-
tion, dean for schol-
arship and research, 
global education (inter-
national students) and 
registrar. 
On a typical Wednes-
day, Forseth has meet-
ings with the dean of 
global education, reg-
istrar, athletic direc-
tor, dean of curriculum 
and instruction and the 
executive assistant on 
planning matters. 
In between all of 
these meetings, Forseth 
returns phone calls, an-
swers emails and works 
on strategic initiative 
planning. 
In spite of all these 
meetings and planning, 
Forseth wakes up early 
to exercise, has personal 
devotions, attends cha-
pel, has a spontaneous 
lunch in the commons 
with students, spends 
time with family and 
takes the family dog, 
Bandit, on a walk. 
“Our family is excited 
to be at this juncture of 
Dordt College’s histo-
ry,” Forseth said.
 Forseth’s son, Na-
(continued from page 
1) 
workers in the Grille, 
sometimes including student 
employees. 
Katie Hunter, retail man-
ager of the Grille, has been 
working with Creative Din-
ning for 10 years and was 
thrilled to join the team at 
Dordt.
“I enjoy working with 
both the students and the 
staff here,” Hunter said. “I 
love getting to know new 
people, and here, you form 
good relationships.”
Along with the traditional 
Grille food, many healthier 
options are now also avail-
able.  
“Some of our new health-
ier food choices are hummus 
and pita chips, as well as 
fresh vegetables with ranch 
dressing,” Hunter said. “We 
also serve a variety of veg-
etarian options like the team 
in the Commons does.”
Dordt Dining also added 
a new meal exchange op-
tion for those on the meal 
plan.  From 11 a.m. to 8:30 
p.m., students may opt for 
any cold item such as a sand-
wich, salad, fruit, or wrap.
For those using Defender 
Dollars, prices at the Grille 
have fluctuated this year due 
to rising food costs. 
“When food costs go up, 
we have to compensate, 
(continued from page 6)
Bylsma met, sometimes 
he felt homesick. 
“I am really closed to 
my family, so it was a little 
hard to be on the other side 
of the world”, he shared. 
“Whenever I felt homesick 
I just made myself very ac-
tive: start a conversation 
with somebody or play bas-
ketball”. 
Despite being in a dif-
ferent culture, Bylsma 
said that in his experience 
abroad, he met so many 
people that he still talks to 
through the internet. In fact, 
he made good friends that 
he truly misses and con-
stantly communicates with 
despite the time zones.
Everybody is different 
and unique when meeting 
(continued from page 8) 
intangibles.”
Youngblood had relied 
on Ashmore, an all-con-
ference honorable mention 
last season, to be a driv-
ing force behind Dordt’s 
defense. As Ashmore was 
being loaded into the am-
bulance, his coach let him 
know just how much he 
meant to the team.
“You’re still our heart,” 
Youngblood recalled say-
ing. “You’re still the heart 
of our team, and that hasn’t 
changed.” 
“I think that’s one of the 
most meaningful things 
I’ve heard from a coach,” 
Ashmore said.
He could potentially ob-
tain a medical redshirt and 
return for a fifth season. 
Right now, though, he’s 
just waiting for the Lord’s 
guidance. He also has a 
July 19 wedding to plan 
for.
If his football-playing 
days are complete, how-
ever, he hopes to have left 
a lasting impression.
“I want my legacy to 
be a follower of Christ,” 
said Ashmore. “Someone 
who loved Jesus, loved the 
Lord and caused his team-
than is a junior at Dordt, 
who majors in business 
and plays baseball. His 
daughter is a special 
education teacher in a 
Christian school in Ida-
ho, and she is also the 
head volleyball coach 
there. Forseth’s wife has 
been involved in Chris-
tian higher education, 
and she was previously 
a department chair in 
HHP. 
“I really enjoy the 
people and the students. 
I have an admiration for 
this place already be-
cause it is purposeful 
and intentional. I can 
see it in the way people 
walk around here. They 
want to have a transfor-
mational, educational 
experience,” Forseth 
said. “Dordt College is 
an amazing institution 
that has such a ‘pur-
poseful’ direction. Stu-
dents are challenged to 
grow deeper in all areas 
of their life versus just 
growing academically.”
New provost Ashmore
new people and socializ-
ing. For some individuals 
it is hard to introduce them-
selves. For others, being so-
cially active seems almost 
natural.
 For international stu-
dents, it varies. For some, 
language and culture could 
make communicating with 
Americans a big challenge, 
while for others, language 
and culture is no barrier at 
all. God has made us all dif-
ferent and has provided us 
with a lifetime. We should 
take advantage of this by 
meeting different people 
around us.
International Acquaintances
Commons change
which means that the cost 
of the food sold here also has 
to rise,” Hunter said.
Hunter said that the De-
fender Grille will also be do-
ing a lot of promotions and 
giveaways for students.
 “Next week we will be 
giving away a free scooter 
and hope to also do give-
aways in the future with 
prizes like iPods and gift 
cards,” Hunter said. 
At both the Grille and the 
Commons, Dordt Dinning 
cares about the quality of 
service.
“This campus gives an 
experience that many other 
colleges and universities 
can’t give,” Klingenberg 
said. “I’m so happy to be 
a part of such a wonderful 
community. You always feel 
welcome here.” 
Whether it’s helping wash 
the dishes, cooking great 
food, giving out free iPods, 
or wishing someone a happy 
birthday, Dordt Dining is 
ready to take on the coming 
school year, as well as many 
years to come.
“I’m excited to see the 
places that Dordt Dinning 
will go in the future,” Klin-
genberg said. “The potential 
is endless.” 
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